
S t .  P a u l  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
                                 November 24, 2021 
                                  Order of Worship 

                 7:00 p.m.  
                                            Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Introduction and Announcements:                                                            Pastor John 

Prelude:                                              Thanks Be to God                             G.F. Handel  
                                                             
Call to Worship: 
      Leader:  We come to praise God for all the blessings in our lives. 
      People: To even simply list all our blessings would take more time than one 
                    evening would allow. 
      Leader:  We come to praise God for the freedom to gather openly. 
      People: We pray for our family in Christ who cannot worship openly this night. 
      Leader:  We gather in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
      People:  Jesus Christ is our greatest blessing and worthy of all our praise. 
                                
Opening Prayer: (In Unison) 
Almighty Father, all good gifts flow from Your throne of grace. You bless us tonight 
with freedom and health to gather, with forgiveness and grace, with peace and joy. 
All praise to You for Your comfort in days of trial and for Your joy in days of peace. 
All thanks be to You God.  Amen. 

Opening Hymn:                              We Gather Together                                  Page 131 
We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing; he chastens and hastens his will to 
make known. The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing. Sing praises to 
hi name; he forgets not his own. 

Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, ordaining, maintaining his kingdom 
divine; so from the beginning the fight we were winning; thou, Lord, wast at our 
side, all glory be thine! 

We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant, and pray that thou still our defender 
wilt be. Let thy congregation escape tribulation; thy name be ever praised! O Lord, 
make us free! 

First Lesson: Joel 2: 21-27 
           Leader: The word of God for the people of God. 
           People: Thanks be to God.      

Prayers of the People – Please text 717-512-9388 with your prayer request.     
         
Special Music:               Come, Ye Thankful People Come                                L. Smith
                                                  John Angle, Organ 
                                                     
Gospel Lesson: Matthew 6: 25-33 
             Leader: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
             People: Thanks be to God.                           

Hymn of Praise:                    This is My Father’s World                                   Page 144 
This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears all nature sings, and round me 
rings the music of the spheres. This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought 
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the wonders wrought. 

This is my Father’s world, the birds their carols raise, the morning light, the lily 
white, declare their maker’s praise. This is my Father’s world: he shines in all that’s 
fair; in the rustling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me everywhere. 

This is my Father’s world. O let me ne’er forget that though the wrong seems oft so 
strong, God is the ruler yet. This is my Father’s world: why should my heart be 
sad? The Lord is King; let the heavens ring! God reigns; let the earth be glad! 
                                                  
Today’s Sermon:                     “Thankfulness in Trial”                         Rev. John Kratz 

The Affirmation of Our Stewardship 

Offertory 

Congregational Response                                                                                      No. 95 

*Prayer of Dedication: 
As we present these tithes and offerings Heavenly Father, we also present our very 
selves to Your service and as Your witnesses. Move Your Spirit among us to incite 



our hands to service and our voices to proclamation. Help us to share the message 
to all that You are God and worthy of all honor and praise. Amen. 

Closing Hymn:                      Now Thank We All Our God                                Page 102  
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, most 
blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, almighty, victorious, thy great name 
we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in 
might; thy justice like mountains high soaring above thy clouds which are 
fountains of goodness and love. 

To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; in all life thou livest, the true life of 
all; we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, and wither and perish, but 
naught changeth thee. 

Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; thine angels adore thee, all veiling 
their sight; all laud we would render: O help us to see ‘tis only the splendor of light 
hideth thee.                               

Benediction                                              

Postlude                 

Mission Statement 
 St. Paul United Methodist Church exists to honor God by making more disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world. 

St. Paul United Methodist Church, 750 Norland Ave., Chambersburg, PA. 17201 : 717-267-3085 
Email: StPaulChambersburg.office@gmail.com               Web address: www.ChambersburgStPaul.org   
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